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STUDIES IN COLOSSIANS
INTRODUCTION

TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING: Written about AD62, during Paul’s first
imprisonment in Rome. Ephesians and Philemon were written about the same time
(Ephesians 6:21; Colossians 1:24; 4:7-9,18; Philemon 11,23).

THE CITY OF COLOSSAE: At one time one of the chief cities of Phrygia. It was
located about 100 miles east of Ephesus. It was one of the “tri-cities:” Laodicea, 10 miles
away, and Hierapolis, 13 miles away. At the time of this writing, Colossae was of little
importance as a commercial center, but it was a vigorous community and played a decisive
role in Christian activities. It was also noted for its flocks of sheep, and the production of
garments, and the dyeing of garments.

T ) HAT E: Colossians 2:1 intimates that Paul had never visited

Colossae. The church was likely established by a fellow-worker under Paul’s direction.
Epaphras is named by many as the founder of the church (1:6,7; 4:12,13). However, Paul
kept in touch with this church (1:3,4,9; 2:5-7; Philemon 9-23). Paul had a keen interest in
their spiritual life and development. The church must have been made up largely of
Gentiles (1:27; 2:13; 3:5-7).

THE LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS: The Colossean church was confronted by
“gnosticism.” Paul discusses four aspects of this error in the letter:

1. Philosophic (2:3,4,8)

2. Ritualistic, or Judaistic (2:11,14,16,17)

3. Visionary, or angel worship (1:16; 2:10,15,18)
4. Asceticism (2:20-23)

False teachers had disturbed the Colossian brethren by insisting on unscriptural rites of
purification whereby they were to prepare themselves for the presence of God. The false
teachers declared that all creation is evil, and therefore, its source must be evil. Since God
is in no way evil, He could not have created matter. Man’s body was essentially evil, and
could not approach God directly (according to this false doctrine).

PURPOSE AND CHARACTER OF COLOSSIANS: Colossians is the most

Christ-centered book in the Bible. Paul wrote to dispute a serious threat to the church.
The false doctrine denied the all-sufficiency of Christ, and of His pre-eminence in all
things. Paul sets out very plainly what Christ, and what Christ has done in god’s plan for
man’s redemption. Cf. Colossians 1:15-19; 2:2.9; 3:4. Paul also deals with Jewish
influence upon the church.

THEME.: Against the heretical doctrine of perfection through human wisdom, asceticism
and ritual, Colossians proclaims the all-sufficiency of Christ as our Savior. Our hope is
not in human wisdom, ritual or self-denial. Our hope is in Christ.
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QUESTIONS
INTRODUCTORY AND CHAPTER ONE

. Where is Colossae located?

Who established the church there?

What do we know of Epaphras?

What can we know about the church in Colossae?

What is the approximate date of the writing of Colossians?

Who delivered this letter to the church in Colossae?

. The theme of Colossians can be described as:

What were some of the problems of the Colossae church?
How did Paul offset these problems?
What is "syncretism?"
What are the elements of Paul's prayer in behalf of the Colossians?
What is Christ's relationship to God?
How does this relationship apply to the Colossian heresy?
What is Christ's relationship te Creation?
How does this relationship apply to the Colossian heresy?
What is Christ's relationship to the church?

How does this relationship apply to the Colossian heresy?






18. What is Christ's relationship to man?
19. How does this relationship apply to the Colossian church?
20. What is Christ's relationship to the mystery?

21. How does this relationship apply to the Colossian church?

QUESTIONS
COLOSSIANS 2

1. What part does baptism have in our salvation?

2. Why was the 0ld Law "contrary to us?"

3. How did Christ take it out of the way?

4. What does Colossians 2:16 mean?

5. What is "angel worship?"

6. What is wrong with "angel worship?"

7. How are we dead from the rudiments of the world?

8. What is "will worship?"

9. Why is "will worship" wrong?

QUESTIONS
COLOSSIANS 3

1. How are we "risen with Christ?"

2. Since we are risen with Christ, what is our obligation?

3. Note Verses 5,6. Why does the wrath of God come on the
children of disobedience?






10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

What is the difference between verse 5 and verses 8,9?

What is the "new man?"

What makes him new?

What is the purpose of our salvation?

What are we to be like now that we are Christians?

What is the "bond of perfectness?"

How many bodies are there? How do you explain so many
different one today?

How does verse 16 teach us that we are to sing only?

How are we to sing? What does that mean?

Explain Colossians 3:17.

What various relationships are listed, and what is the
obligation of each?

What is our reward if we do right?

What is our reward if we do wrong?

UESTIONS
COLOSSI1ANS 4

For what did Paul pray?

Explain Colossians 4:5.

Explain Colossjqps 4:6.

Which area of life do you have the most trouble with?

List the 10 characters mentioned in this chapter, and
place a word by their name that describes them.






THE CITY:

One of three located inland about 100 miles

from Ephesus (Laodicea/Hierapolis)

Important trade routes passed through

Slipped to a 2nd rate pesition gradually

Fertile ground for religious speculations/heresis
THE CHURCH:

Paul did not start this church

He had heard of their faith (1:4,9)

Had never seen it personally (2:1)

QOutgrowth of Ephesians ministry (Ac 19; 20:17-38)
(Acts 19:10)

Predominately Gentile - list of sins (3:5-9; 1:25-29)

Probably about S years old when letter written

THE CRISIS:

New doctrines invading the congregation and
creating problems

Combination doctrine of gnosticism; Jewish legalism;
Oriental philosophy; Pagan astrology; Mysticism;
Asceticism

THE RRESPONDENCE:

Emphasis on Christ and His pre-eminence in message;
Redemption; Creation; the Church; the Mystery



OUTLINE

Key theme: Jesus Christ is preeminent
Key verse: Colossians 1:18

I. DOCTRINE: CHRIST'S
PREEMINENCE DECLARED—
chapter 1
A. In the Gospel message—1:1-12
B. In redemption—1:13-14
C. In Creation—1:15-17
D. In the church—1:18-23
E. In Paul's ministry—1:24-29

II. DANGER: CHRIST'S
PREEMINENCE DEFENDED—
chapter 2
A. Beware of empty philosophies—
2:1-10
B. Beware of religious legalism—
211-17 ‘

C. Beware of man-made disciplines—
2:18-23

II. DUTY: CHRIST'S
PREEMINENCE
DEMONSTRATED—
chapters 34

In person purity—3:1-11

. In Christian fellowship—13:12-17

In the home—3:18-21

. In daly work—3:22-4:1

In Christian witness—4:2-6

In Christian service—4:7-18

mEUOW>

GNOSTICISM
Offered salvation through spiritual enlightenment

All flesh is evil, so giving full satisfaction to fleshly desires would not
corrupt or condemn the spirit of man

Therefore, fill your cup of pleasure, full and gratifying, and you will be no
worse off.

But Paul emphasizes:
Colossians 3:1-3
The flesh is to be "put to death”
Colossians 3:18-4:6 The will of Christ extends to all relationships
Colossiand 3:17

Divine mysteries could be received only by those of superior intellect (they
had insights totally unknown te ordinary Christians.)

Purity and salvation come through frecing oneself of dependence on the
flesh .

Believed in "hierarchy of deities."”



THE COLOSSIAN SOCIETY

THEY BELIEVED:

1.

2.

In powerful controlling spirits (planetary systems);

That their destiny was controlled by the stars;

. In reading celestial messages;

In astrology;

. That they could conciliate spirits through special knowledge;

. In mystery religions;

In philosophers;
In angel worship;

That they were very religious - they would search for any reality that

might appear to give some meaning to life.

HEIR RELIGION:

1.

Free-thinking Judaism

. Cybele - fertility cult

Isis - pagan

Apollo - pagan

. Dionysius - pagan

Asclepius - pagan

. Other gods - pagan






8. Mirthras - mystery religion based on astrology and sacrifice.
NOTE:
1. “Basic Principles of this World” - Colossians 2:8,20 - “stoicheia.”

2. “Immortal lords of creation, existing in their own right, and as astrological
tyrants who laid claim to control men’s lives as they playthings of fate.”

NOTE: Star deities were kept at bay by ascetic practices (abstinence and
self-punishment).

Theirs was a speculative, ritual oriented, ascetic faith based upon faise
teaching, doctrine and teachers.






GOD

Philosophy
Human Traditions
Astrology

Principalities/Powers
(2:10,15)

Jewish Ritual
(2:11-17)

Jesus
Visions

Angel Worship

(2:18)

- Scif-denying; not allowing onesclf
Asceticism pleasure and luxuries; severe, simple

(2:18A, 20-23) life.

COLOSSIAN CHRISTIANS

(2:8-23)






GOD

The Only Christ

(1:18,19)

Revelator

Access

(Colossians 1:20; 3:17;
Matthew 11:27; John 14:6; Acts 4:12;
Ephesians 2:18; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7;25)

Authority

Mediator

Savior
(1:14,20,27)

THE CHRISTIAN

{Colossians 3:1-3)






GOD

Human Wisdom
(Humani sm) A philosophical theory emphasizing
that man is responsible for his own

(EXI Stentlah Sm) actions and free to choose his own
(EVO luti on) development and destiny.

Astrology
Spiritualism
Occultism

Jesus

Oriental Religions
(Hinduism)
(Islam)

Liberalism
Cultic Religions
Legalism
Scientism

MODERN CHRISTIAN



Paul - a great encourager - gives thanks for what God has done in the lives of the Colossians.

Thanksgiving is used 5X in other passages - 1:12; 2:7; 3:15,17; 4:2. \WTLeDucTokY . THE TRUTH Deccaesr
We are members of one body - 1 Corinthians 12:12,13. Chua-1)
Docrewal - THE TReTH DEFINED
- 20 %)
PoLemical -~THE TReTH 76 FENDED
(2:9.3%%)
HoRTATOAY -~ THE TewTH DESIRED
Ca:ip4it)
PelSoni - THE TRuTH DIsPLAYED
c4.2-8)

If one member is strengthened, then the body is strengthened.
PAUL TRACES THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF THE COLOSSIANS:

1. They heard the gospel. {1:5b-7)

(1) Sharing the gospel - Kpaphras

(2) The thrill of it today!
(3) The gospel--

A. Centers in a Person - Christ

B. Is the "word of truth” - John 17:17 - verse 5
C. Is the message of God's grace (6b)

D. Is for the whole world (6)

2. They believed in Jesus Christ. (4)

(1) Cf. Romans 10:17

(2) Mind - understand; Emotion - heart/conviction, Wwill -
Commitment.

(3) The gospel grounds us (1:23); Gives us Assurance;
Causes stedfastness (2:7); Our faith is established (2:7)

3. They were discipled. (7).

(1) Teach/Establish
(2) "Learned" - disciple - Matthew 11:29 ("Leamn of Me") - 260X
(3) "Before" - the false teachers appeared - we should be aware

of any religious leader who does not seek to win lost souls,

but who devotes himself to "stealing sheep” from other flocks.”
(4) Cf Matthew 28:18-20

4. They became faithful in Christ. (6.8).

(1) The seed has life in it (Luke 8:11) (Hebrews 4:12)
(2) Evidences of life--

A. Faith - walk by faith (2 Cor 5:7); work by faith (1 Thess
1:3.

B. Love-Col 2:2; 3:14
C. llope - Col 1:27, 23,5.
(3) These are motivations for holy living - 1 John 3:3

(4) Divisions and dissensions are tragic - could be more love and
understanding.
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Col 1:1 Peovidance

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy
our brother, - Relationshie

Col 1:2
To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: Grace and  fosdion la kife
peace to you from God our Father.

Col1:3

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, -¢*4* Mw;‘:im%

pete &0
when we pray for you, , ( gar "
Col 1:4

because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the
love you have for all the saints--

Col 1:5

the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for
you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the
word of truth, the gospel

Col 1:6

that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing
fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the
day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth.

Col 1.7
You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a
faithful minister of Christ on our behalf,

Col 1:8
and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

Col 1:9
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not

stopped praying for you and asking God to fill vou with the “Aship ready for a voyage”

knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and ~ ( <omplede ; controlied by)

understanding, Ly fot worldly wisdom of Kaowledqe -
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Cannct be filled with ";:\"’wi?s he WOIJ'

Col 1:10

And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the

Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every

good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
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CHAPTER 1:13-20

No paragraph in the New Testament contains more concentrated doctrine about Christ than this
one.

There are four unanswernble arguments presented about Christ's pre-eminence:

I. HE 1S THE SAVIOR (13.14)
1. He delivered us (13n) - "rescue from danger"
2. He translated us (I3b) - "deportation™
3. He redeemed us (14n) - "to relense by payment of ransom”
4. He forgave us (14b) - "to cancel a deht"”

I1._ HE IS THE CREATOR (15-17)
1. He existed before creation (15)
2. He created all things (16a)
3. All things exist for Him (16h)
4. He holds all things together (17)

1II. HE IS HEAD OF THE CHURCH (18)

1V. HE IS THE BELOVED OF THE FATHER (19.20)

CONCLUSION;

1. Christ has taken care of all things.

2. All we need Is Christ.

3. God is pleased when Christ is honored and given pre-eminence (John 5:23,24).

- CHAPTER 1:21-2:3

Paul explains his work in three ways:

I. SHARING THE GOSPEL (1:21-23) - Paul, the Preacher. Ie considered their:

1. Past Alienation (21a) - Romans 8:7
2. Present Reconciliation (21b,22) - Romans 5:8,10
3. Future Glorification (23)

IL. SUFFERING FOR THE G ENTILES (24-27) - Paul, the Prisoner

1. His Rejolcing (24)
2. His Responsibility (25-27)

111 STRIVING FOR THE SAINTS (28B; 2:2.3) - Paul, the Pray-er

1. His Instruction (28a)
2. His Intent (28b; 2:2,3)

EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL MATURITY:

1. Encouragement (2:2)

2. Endearment (2:2) - knit together in love; not selfish/causing division
3. Enrichment (2:2) - "all the riches”

4. Enlightenment (2:2) - "full assurance”
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Col 1:12
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.

Col 1:13
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,
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He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
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I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to
present to you the word of God in its fullness--

Col 1:26
the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations,
but is now disclosed to the saints.
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the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the

hope of glory.
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UESTIONS
INTRODUCTORY AND CHAPTER ONE

1. WHERE 1S COLOSSAE LOCATED?

About 100 miles of Ephesus in the valley of the river Lycus. It is 12 miles upstream from Hierapolis and
Laodicea in the province of Asia. It considered unimportant and net very large in Paul's time.

2. WHQ ESTABLISHED THE CHURCH THERE?
Apparently not Paul (1:1; 2:1). Probably Epaphras (1:7).

3. WHAT DO WE KNOW OF EPAPHRAS?

He was a faithful minister (1:7); Responsible for planting the gospel (1:7); Prayed fervently for the saints
(4:12); Labored hard in the ministry (4:13); Stayed with Paul during his imprisonment (Philemon 23).

4. WHAT CAN WE KNOW ABOUT THE CHURCH OF COLOSSAE?

It was mostly Gentile (1:27; 2:13); Located in a wealthy area (sheep/wool dying); Note the list of sins in
3:5-7; Cf. Revelation 3:17.

5. WHAT IS THE APPROXIMATE DATE OF THE WRITING OF COLOSSIANS?

On Paul's third missionary journey, he spent quite a while in Ephesus. On the return from the trip he was
arrested in Jerusalem (Acts 21:30-36). He was taken to Caesarea, then to Rome. While in prison in Rome,
Epaphras came to see him from Colossae, and reported the condition of the church there (Acts 28:30,31;
Colossians 1:8; 2:4ff). The date of Paul's imprisonment is about A.D. 60-62. The letter was sent sometime
during that period. It was probably sent to Colossae with the letter to Philemon by Tychicus and Onesimus
(4:7-9).

6. WHO DELIVERED THIS LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN COLOSSAE?
Probably Tychicus and Onesimus (4:7-9). Epaphras was unable to do so. See question #5.

7. THE THEME OF COLOSSIANS CAN BE DESCRIBED AS: The All-Sufficiency and Pre-eminence of
Jesus the Christ (1:14-2:7). His universal Sovereignty.

8. WHAT WERE SOME OF THE PROBLEMS OF THE COLOSSAE CHURCH?

Judaistic influence; philosophical elements; gnosticism.
9. HOW DID PAUL OFFSET THESE PROBLEMS?

By setting forth what and who Christ is, and what Christ has done in God's plan for mankind.






10. WHAT IS "SYNCRETISM?"

Syncretism is a combination of conflicting doctrines. It brings Christ into a hierarchy and a system ethically
conditioned (discipline/asceticism/visionary reward). It is a combination of various doctrines made into one
doctrine.

11. WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTS OF PAUL'S PRAYER IN BEHALF OF THE COLOSSIANS?
See the text in chapter one.

12. WHAT IS CHRIST'S RELATIONSHIP TQ GOD? (1:15a)

"Eikon" - substance of deity; manifestation ("image of the invisible God"). In Christ dwells all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily (2:9). "Invisible God" - we cannot see God (1 Timothy 6:16); but Cf. John 1:18; 14:9.
Christ is also the "pleroma” (fulness) - without any lack. A member of the "Godhead" - all the essence,
quality, character and being of God - therefore, what God is. Cf. John 1:1,14; Matthew 1:23; Philippians
2:6; Note Hebrews 1:8-12,

13. HOW DOES THIS RELATIONSHIP APPLY TO THE COLOSSIAN HERESY?
This would expose the futility of attempting to attain to God through another access. Otherwise it would
reduce Jesus to merely one access among many. Cf. John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:18; Colossians 3:17; 1

Timothy 2:5.

14. WHAT IS CHRIST'S RELATIONSHIP TO CREATION? (1:15-17)

He is the "firstborn" (prototokoes) - primacy; prominence; pre-eminence, i.e., does not refer to time.
He is the Creator of all creation - "for" (hoti) - because. Cf. John 1:1-3; Hebrews 1:2; Revelation 3:14.
"Before all things" - John 8:58; 17:5,14.

"All things consist" - Hebrews 1:3.

"The Firstborn of all creation; for in HIm were all things created."

15. HOW DOES THIS RELATIONSHIP APPLY TO THE COLOSSIAN HERESY?

In whom would they trust? The stars, or Him Who made the stars? Christ is totally sufficient. Not angel
worship, nor spiritualism, nor mediatorial (attempting to reach God through some creation would be futile
and unnecessary.






16. WHAT IS CHRIST'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE CHURCH? (1:18)

He is the Head - has all authority (1:24; 2:19; Matthew 28; Ephesians 5:22,23.
He is the Beginning - "arche’ - ruler; source.

He is the FirstBorn from the dead - "prototokos' - pre-eminent.

He has conquered death in His resurrection - the supreme sign.

17. HOW DOES THIS RELATIONSHIP APPLY TO THE COLOSSIAN HERESY?

The church was to appeal to no other authority - Acts 4:12; Colossians 3:17
Nor to the realm of the dead - Luke 24:5.
The two items above show that all things are in "Christ alone."

18. WHAT IS CHRIST'S RELATIONSHIP TO MAN? (1:19-23)

In Him should all the fulness dwell

Through Him to reconcile all things unto Himself - Romans 5:10,11; 2 Corinthians 5:18.
Reconcile - Ephesians 2:15,16
Through the blood - Romans 3:25; 1 Peter 1:18,19
Peace - Ephesians 5:1

19. HOW DOES THIS RELATIONSHIP APPLY TO THE COLOSSIAN CHURCH?

Christ has provided reconciliation for all men.
Since Christ is the only One, there is no other way for our reconciliation.

20, WHAT IS CHRIST'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE MYSTERY?

21, HOW DQES THIS RELATIONSHIP APPLY TO THE COLOSSIAN CHURCH?






CHAPTER 2
(The banger of Error)

Chapter 1 - Christ is Supreme
Chapter 2 - Christ is Sufficient

CONCERN THAT 1S EVIDENT (1-5). We see Paul's genuine care
and concern by his--

Anxiety about them (1)
Aspirations for them (2,3)

United Brethren (2a)
Understanding Believers (2b,3)

Answers he gives them (4)
Assurance that he supports them (5)

CONSISTENCY ENCQURAGED (6,7) They need to be:
Guided properly (6)

Grounded positively (7a)
Grateful profoundly (7b)

CAUTJION 1S ENJOINED (8)

That would DESTROY their faith
Perverted speculation
Pretended knowledge
Pious deception

That would DENY the Christ

CERTAINTY 1S EXPRESSED (9,10)

Actually divine (9)
Adequacy definite (10)

COMPLETENESS 1S EXPLAINED (11-13)

These verses show how full and completely every need is
taken of.

Its origin is not Judaistic (11)

The obedience necessary is not Judaistic (12)
The gutcome is not Judaistic (13)

COUNTER CLAIMS ARE EXPOSED (14,15)
Paul shows that by the cross--

The law is canceled (14)
The leaders are congquered (15)

CONDITION IS EVALUATED (16-19)

They ought not to be--

Ruled by the rites of the law (16,17)
Robbed of their reward (18)
Rebellious as those who have no respect for Christ (19)

CONCLUSIONS EXHIBITED {20-23)

Their sphere is defined (20a)

Their subjection should be different (20b)
Their sayings of error are destructive (21,22)
Their self chosen worship is deceptive (23)



‘WHY ACCEPT A SUBSTITUTE?”"
CHAPTER 2

LET NO ONE DECEIVE YOU - 4 - Various systems sccim inviting: lcaders arc
persuasive, substitutc man’s idcas for God’s.

LET NO ONE CHEAT YOU - § - manmade philosophics and traditions:
pleasing to the world, but rejected by God.

LET NO ONE JUDGE YOU - 16 - legalism, 21; stcaling your liberty in Christ.

LET NO ONE DEFRAUD YOU - 18 - rcligious mysticism that replaces
spiritual nourishment with empty, exciting expericnecs.

YOU HAVE IN CHRIST ALL THHAT YOU NEED - BEWARE OF
SUBSTITUES!

THAT WHICH SUPPLANTS CHRIST'S SUPREMACY.
(CHAPTER 2)

1. ALLEGIANCE TO THE OLD TESTAMENT SYSTEM - 16.17. “Why do
we have the Old Testament today?” (Galatians 3:19-24)

2. FALSE HUMILITY - “pretensc” - 18a, 23 - habits carcfully cultivated.
instead of faith and love

3. ANGEL WORSHIP - I8b - (1) being familiar with some spirit being - (2)
placing trust in same kind of spirit being

4. VISIONS - 18c - claimed special instructions directly from God through
visions - mystical and cmotional type religion (worthlcss)

ALL ARE WRONG BECAUSE--
1. Based upon men and not on God - Matthew 15:7-9
2. They are not the substance - Galatians 3:24

3. Fail to give proper conneclion to the Head - 1a

MARKS OF A FAITHFUL CHURCH
(2:2-7)

A living and faithfuf church:
1. Cf. “couragcous hearts™ - 2 - “cncouraged” - to cope with any situation
2. Kanit together in love - 2
3. Equipped with cvery kind of wisdom - 2.3
4. Power to resist scductive teachings - 4
5. A soldicr’s discipline - 5
6. Lifc must be in Christ - 6.7
7. Holds fast to the faith which it has received - 7

8. An abounding, overflowing gratitutde
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I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for

those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally.
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Col 2:2 ‘
U
My purpose is that they may be encouragecci‘ in heart and united
in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete
understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of
God, namely, Christ, ™ "Ably b Assess” bl o grage fruth”
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Col 2:3

in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. ~» objechve knowledss of
b dis wise f(cn 4o save y¢aan o El’ 20,0y LCo 26,7

Col 2:4
I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding

arguments. 2 “pou)l«f of e (ﬁm‘u'j ﬁfsuﬂ\wf"

Col 2:5

For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with

you in spirit and delight to see how ordetly you are and how

firm your faith in Christ is. y
50410 immevebly welt

Col 2:6

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to

live in him,

"o fanic"
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rooted and built Gp in him, strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

Col 2:8

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and
deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and
the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.

Col 2:9 );plcroms"-w[o an‘«,h.olc
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, — dey
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Col 2:10
and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over
every power and authority.

Col 2:11

In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful
nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but
with the circumcision done by Christ,

1zt morght —neta Lw’nb
avrcisumkul bot "nature. ®

Christ &5 God - Hebrews 1:8-2



Colossians 2:18 - “Angel Worship”

God is unapproachable except through the mediation of celestial
beings.

Being familiar with some spirit beings; gave the “belicvers” of such a

special edge to their prayers; they would receive the answers from God
“faster.”

Cf. Revelation 19:10; 22:8.9

Placing trust in somc kind of spirit bcing,

KEEP MAKING SPIRITUAL PROGRESS - We never stand stil} - if
we are not making progress, we are open to attack.

1. THE NEED FOR PROGRESS (4) - We must cxercisc spiritual
discernment, so we continue to grow in our knowledge.

II. THE NATURE QF PROGRESS (5-7) - vivid pictures to illustrate
spiritual progress.

1.
2.

3.
4,
5. The school - the word of God (7¢)
6.

The army - order/steadfastness (5)

The pilgrim - you started with Christ (faith) and you must
continue with Christ (faith).

The tree - “rooted” - (once and for all having been rooted - no
tumbleweeds) - 7a

The building - “being built up” - cdify

The river - “abounding” - overflowing its banks

NOTE: We can sec how Satan can be casily defeated, and we will
not be led astray.

1. WATCH QUT FOR SPIRITUAL DANGERS (8-10)

IV. DRAW ON YOUR SPIRITUAL PROVISIONS (11-15). NOTE:

Our identification with Christ:

el S

Circumcised in Him ~ 11

Alive in Him - 12,13

Free from the Law in Him - 14

Victorious in Him - 15. Three great victories on the cross:

(1) Disarmed the powers and authorilics
(2) Made a public spectacle of the enemy
(3) Was victorious - triumphed



Col 2:12

having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him
through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from
the dead.

Col 2:13

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of
your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave
us all our sins,

Col 2:14 wnteflectvel Kﬂw‘ee‘tje

having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was astrolegy

against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing v W

it to the cross. gnesmesa

asalicism

Col 2:15 Rules 4 fegolabons

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a b
Jodaisem

public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

Col 2:16

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or } aseahe rules
drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon &ad requlahoms
celebration or a Sabbath day.

¢f vs 2o-23

Col 2:17
These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality,
however, is found in Christ.

Col 2:18

Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the

worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person —s “ Mm"v"“’“""ﬂ 4
goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual ~ * ¢7'*¢

mind puffs him up with idle notions.

Col 2:19

He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole
body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews,
grows as God causes it to grow.

Col 2:20
Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, wihval gosihen
why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its %

rules:



COLOSSIANS 2:16-23 Warnings arc a part of daily lifc - the
spiritual lifc also has warnings.

In this section, three warnings are given if we are to enjoy fullness in
Christ:

[. LET NO ONE JUDGE YOU - 16,17 - lcgalism
1. The basis for our frecdom - 16a - the person and work of Christ
2. The bondage of legalism - 16
3. The blessing of grace - 17 - Hebrews 10:1

II. LET NO MAN BEGUILE YOUR OF YOUR REWARD - 18,19
1. LET NO ONE ENSLAVE YOU” - 20-23

Colossians 2:23 - “Will Worship™

Invented and claborated by human choice. Lit., “a self-madc”
religion.

Has an appcarance of wisdom (bogus; puffced up)
“Faked” religion

Implics, “God has not given us the complete system; WE know what
is best!”

Cf. Romans 12:1.2



Col 2:21

"Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? —> what 6 poer religion that ories, “pant”
Feels .[fqﬂ,.-.o\, Gnd vnable b breathe [

Col 2:22

These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based Lobilby of
on human commands and teachings. asahe rvles
Col 2:23

Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with

their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh ~———s decsphen «f
treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining fsechaim
sensual indulgence.






CHRIST AND GOD

Jesus as Deity would expose the futility of attempting to attain to Ged
through another process.

Cf. John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:18; Colossians 3:17; 1 Timothy 2:5

CHRIST AND CREATION

The appeal seems to be directed toward astrology - Colossians 2:8 - as an
access to God.

Whom would we trust? The Stars - or He who made the stars?

Angel worship and spiritualism were part of the mediatorial access which
false teachers held out to the Colossians.

But Christ is the Creator of all things - thus, making attempts to reach God
through mere creation would be futile and unnecessary.

Christ is seen to be totally sufficient to attain to God and salvation.

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH

The church was to appeal to no other authority - Acts 4:12.

They were not to appeal to the realm of the dead (Luke 24:5; Deut
18:9-19).

Against necromancy - appealing to the dead for guidance.

In Christ alone our faith is to rest.

The church is not to recognize any other authority.
CHRIST AND MAN

Since Jesus is the One - the only One - provided for our reconciliation,
there can be no other - God has supplied no other - Hebrews 10:14,26.

Therefore, any attempt to be reconciled to Ged through another would be
futile.

Neither angels, nor spiritual powers, nor any other creature in creation can
gain for us access to God.






CHRIST AND THE MYSTERY

Christ is for all - not just a selected few.
No exclusivism of the mystery cults - Colossians 2:4.

Modern man - no mysteries (cultic or non-cultic) can add to the knowledge
of the gospel - our purpose and destiny.

No need for modern visions, or revelations, no more prophets, no special
guidance from the Holy Spirit in addition to what has been revealed.

The gospel of Christ is sufficient to "present every man perfect in Christ.”
(Colossians 1:28).



CHAPTER 3
“HEAVEN ON EARTH - (1-11)
1. Seck The Heavenly (1-4)

We died with Christ (3a)

We live in Christ (4a)

We arc raised with Chirist (1a)
We are hidden in Christ (3b)
We are glorified in Christ (4b)

Do W

2. Slay the Earthly (5-9)

3. Strengthen the Christly (10,11)

“ALL DRESSED UP AND SOMEPLACE TQ GO!” (12-17)

1. The Grace of Christ (12-14)

2. The Peace of Christ (15)

3. The Word of Christ (16)

4. The Name of Christ (17)

“A FAMILY AFFAIR” (18-4:1)

1. Husbands and Wives (18,19) - Love and Submission

2. Parents and Children (20,21) - Encouragement and Obedience

3. Masters and Servants (22-4:1) - Honesty and Devotion
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Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on
things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
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When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory.
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Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised,

barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. L Bieth [ Nahonsl Sty

2. Ceremonial / rivel
Col3:12 Ldm’cJ ofe mn“v, 4o the Jews - pow 3. olbred [vacoltvrad

& lua 4o all. [
Therefore,) as God's chosen peoﬁe, holy and dearly loved, 4 cless [ class
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, }

gentleness and patience.

“The Garments of Cheishan Grace”
compassion- heart of priy s hendec Lu‘m;:
Kindness- 5,,An¢;,;ﬂ\.4- which 15 Kiad
humils - av fospn for thcﬂu-
Smﬁu\.s- salf control
Pahiencs, ~ (‘nﬁsw“w.n}‘, asvee loses p-**‘mw







Col 3:13
Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may 5 the few (ladsre
have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. » the Eample fov vs
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And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all = holds the bedy *sd*""

together in perfect unity. - not 4o *{ly agest
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Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of » T way b et + “undvct”

achon- acceph His decisims

one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.

Col 3:16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

Col 3:17

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the Aotherty | entihienhan ) respmsibiliy
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father

through him.
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Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not
only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with
sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.

fo Cdol-b of Nukmj conditims
o rights - thrown ovk 4o die
when vseless - no nsk* + madry

Col 3:23
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for
the Lord, not for men,






Col 3:24
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the o,
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Save recaves wn o horidme!

Col 3:25
Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there

is no favoritism.



TYCHICUS, THE FAITHFUL (7,8)
ONESIMUS, THE FUGITIVE (9)
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ARISTARCHUS, THE FEARLESS (10) Pesple !
MARK, THE FORGIVEN (10)

JUSTUS, THE FRIENDLY (11)

EPAPHRAS, THE FERVENT (12,13)

LUKE, THE FAMOUS (14)

DEMAS, THE FAULTY (14)

NYMPHAS, THE FRUITFUL (15,16)

ARCHIPPUS, THE FALTERING (17)

PAUL, THE FETTERED (18)

1.

100

11.

TYCHICUS, THE FAITHFUL (7,8) - Cf. Acts 20:4, Paul's companion of 3rd journey;
Cf. Titus 3:12; II TIMOTHY 4:4

ONESIMUS, THE FUGITIVE (9) - was a runaway slave - became a Christian -
Philemon

ARISTARCHUS, THE FEARLESS (10) - possibly a Hellenized Jew - remained with
Paul at Ephesus during the citywide riot. He voyaged with Paul to Jerusalem
and later to Rome when Paul was a prisoner. Was still with Paul as Paul
wrote Colossians - now a fellow prisoner

MARK, THE FORGIVEN (10) - earlier Mark had disappointed Paul - Barnabas

and Paul had a most unhappy quarrel over him. -~ Mark accompanied Barna-

bas to Cyprus. - Cf. II Timothy 4:11 - wrote the gospel of Mark.

JUSTUS, THE FRIENDLY (11) - Jesus, a very common name — surname Justus -
name indicates this man belonged to a rigorous form of Judaism prior to

his conversion. '"comfort" - paregoria - soothing drug.

EPAPHRAS, THE FERVENT (12) - self-sacrificing service

LUKE, THE FAMOUS (14) - "My very dear friend" - II Timothy 4:11
wrote two of the most important history books

DEMAS, THE FAULTY (14) - Cf. Philemon; II Timothy 4:10

NYMPHAS, THE FRUITFUL (15) - uncertain whether male or female - making a
valuable contribution by opening the home for Christians.

ARCHIPPUS, THE FALTERING (17) - could be the son of Philemon - three things
are instructed of him

PAUL, THE FETTERED (18) -



Col 4:1
Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because
you know that you also have a Master in heaven.

Col 4:2_Parsevace fuhbully - 1t s T

o wadks fvl
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
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And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for J

whichlam in chains.  not for feul purse, but for the work
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Col 4:4
Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.

Col4:5  qo ganchmonovs, superionihy comgles
Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders: make the most of

every opportunity. /'\
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Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with

salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. —» not rude Jor course
Ly preservatwe | seasoner
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Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear } Ddat dak the sagy wey,

brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord.
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Col 4.8
I'am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may
know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your
hearts.

Col 4:9

He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who
is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening
here.

Col 4:10

My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does
Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions
about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)

Col 4:11
Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the
only Jews among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God,

and they have proved a comfort to me.
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Col 4:12

Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, only one Commanded of
sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that ~ +he pasple for his prayer
you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully miaisbey |

assured.

Col 4:13

1 vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at

Laodicea and Hierapolis,
P ne commmAd«'m‘wwmmm* Mode

Philemon 24 ! Colossians 4I(8)

D‘jlm-e/rwlnm-— lags of emthusiasm - Seilues 1a the
Faath,

ZTwiothy y!°
Col 4:14
Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings.

Col 4:15
Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha
and the church in her house.

EiNAL INSTRVUCTIONS
Cverses 15 -19)

Col 4:16 "o read aloud”
After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in

the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter
from Laodicea.

Col 4:17 o -C\ delinita Purpest b acwm(lwk"
Tell Archippus: "See to it that you complete the work you have
received in the Lord."

Cc; 4:118 h hand. R b Maay qumw b L“ chains!

1, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember m ' ) .
ChainL; Grace be V%;ﬁh yOl% y Ty L, l N.W\Wld@f 0‘(' [‘\ti Lﬁ'b '(G'V !'Qs;' Sov 5 25{’}
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STUDIES IN THE
BOOKS OF

PHILEMON







TUDIE PHILEM

Philemon was evidently a person of considerable material means, and was using the means
for the cause of Christ. Philemon, as well as Lydia, provided a meeting place for the
church.

CHARACTERISTICS: Often called the “choice miniature.” It is full of courtesy, tact
and wit. Philemon exposes the personality of Paul, i.e., the heart of the apostle. It is the
only private letter of Paul preserved. There are eleven individuals named, and gives an
insight into the early domestic and social life of the times. Paul identifies himself three
times in this short letter (1,9,19).

KEY VERSES: Verses 15,16
KEY THEME: “Forgiveness”
DATE OF WRITING: AD 60,61

CHARACTERS OF THE LETTER:

PHILEMON: Probably one of Paul’s converts; home of Colossae (4:9); a
freeman and slave owner;, belonged to the higher class of society. Was a local
church leader.

ONESIMUS: Names means “Profitable;” slave of Philemon; accompanied
Tychicus (Colossians 4:7-9); possibly a thief, a convert of Paul.

Appreciation (1-7) - “I Thank My God”
Appeal (8-16) - “I Beseech You”
Assurance (17-25) - I Will Repay”

Paul, The Beloved Friend (1-7)
Paul, The Beseeching Intercessor (8-16)
Paul, The Burdened Partner (17-25)

PURPOSE:

1. To inform Philemon that his slave was not only safe, but also saved
2. To ask Philemon to forgive Onesimus '
3. To request of Philemon that he prepare a room for Paul






LESSONS OF THE EPISTLE

. ABOUT PAUL - shows the private life of the man - not severe, forbidding or
unemotional, but tender, gentle and a gentleman.

PAUL’S TACTFULNESS - in his introduction; in his approach (recognizes the good),
in his mention of Onesimus (10); makes himself responsible for debt (a wrong is done
and must be made right); very courteous (not artificial - Philippians 2:3)

. DUTY TO RIGHTNESS: Onesimus knows the sinfulness of his deed, and was not
true to his name; has wronged Philemon; The new life does not cancel the old wrongs
(they must be righted); he must go back exposing himself to punishment. Christianity is
intensely practical and ethical.

. APPLICATION OF HIGH PRINCIPLES TO COMMON AFFAIRS OF LIFE:
“Mercy wins the highest praise just when there is the most righteous cause for anger”

(Pliny)

. EVANGELICAL PRINCIPLES: Encouragement to seek and save the lost, even the
lowest station of life; must not underestimate the power of God; must see the elevating
power of the gospel; use of the sympathetic contact with those whom we would win.
The wrong approach is often used.

. SOCIAL PRINCIPLES: The relationship of Christianity to unchristian institutions:
(1) Christianity is not a political movement - does not attack them from without

(2) Christianity does not merely recognize social order, but defines it and establishes it

(3) Christianity is not revolutionary but transformative in its method - not to destroy,
or overturn, or annihilate, or sweep away. It lays down the principles which affect.

(4) Social evils are changed by transformed lives.
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Phile 111 v toF "aputle” o oF bt |
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, Tg ~— @ P
Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker,
Ly vaffechionate] “one who 15 Kiad *
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to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier and to the { « church et wn The hosst oF  Philecaon

. . belenged fo Philemen
church that meets in your home:; %’:\'j;‘:‘;f“ M“soe o e

Therafore, of wes tha chorok of Cotessge which
meb 1n the havss of Philemon

Phile 1:3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord  _» suiutaben
Jesus Christ.
Phile 1:4
1 always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers,
m}’ WF’ ] Farrged

Phile 1:5 Q" sk be T T

. ‘”.1“ j £~
because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love by g
for all the saints.
Phﬂe 16 * B¢ cfﬁeowq _‘h (eﬁu“& &‘mmi q" oor #"_H\M‘u;, hl Slqﬁdg(-‘l .
I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you fual's proytt | ) ovdor Jor « foller 0a dor ‘h"‘d“‘é
will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in
Christ.
Phile 1:7

Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because - futs o love
you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.

Phile 1:8
Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to
do what you ought to do,

. s of aged
Phile 1:9 _5 devetes love v humiliy (probably choue £030 B ¥ )
yet I appeal to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul--an old 5 T Teairse
man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus--

ot e

Phile 1:10 _» "helphl; prafitable
1 appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son
while T was in chains,

e fruek of Gual's lebar eegerdlic
of by ciredms Feaad

Phile 1:11
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful The cl\anae wrws'k;a .
both to you and to me. by Cheishanity







Phile 1:12
I am sending him--who is my very heart--back to you.

Phile 1:13
I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take
your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel.

Phile 1:14
But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that
any favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced.

Phile 1:15 i
. ) The fact of God 3 {"‘”'“"u“ )

Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while Bal’s bakab on God's providimer

was that you might have him back for good-- (Hows God o, amd does, wovie through men

Gred thewr o.fﬁﬁ‘”)

Phile 1:16 cf Esthec it

no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother.

He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man and

as a brother in the Lord.

Phile 1:17 Py “Kornonis "z b have  commen

So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would

welcomeme. - "dorecewe mb one's Family circl”

Phile 1:18 _,, The reality of the sibvohim Collowship wiowld dapead vpen

If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it Onessmus' repantanu, snd

to me. Philevann's g“'&‘\"’""’”

Phile 1:19

I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it

? F ol
back--not to mention that you owe me your very self.  ~ Philemem wies prabably « convert o

Phile 1:20
1 do wish, brother, that 1 may have some benefit from you in the
Lord; refresh my heart in Christ.

Phile 1:21
Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you  ful’s cmfidencs o~ hilemen
will do even more than I ask.

Phile 1:22
And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because 1
hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers.

Tk. wa of Pra.),w !
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Phile 1:23 Cot "¢t
Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you
greetings.

Phile 1:24
And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow
workers.

Phile 1:25
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Co 4
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